
How Many Arms Does A
Squid Have
Cephalopods were at one time the largest of all
organisms on Earth, and numerous species of
comparable size to the largest present day squids are
known from the fossil record, including enormous
examples of ammonoids, belemnoids, nautiloids,
orthoceratoids, teuthids, and vampyromorphids. In
terms of mass, the largest of all known cephalopods
were likely the giant shelled ammonoids and endocerid
nautiloids, though perhaps still second to the largest
living cephalopods when considering tissue mass
alone. b15e7ed626 == Background == b15e7ed626
== Defenses == b15e7ed626

List of giant squid specimens and sightings It includes
animals that were caught by fishermen, found washed
ashore, recovered (in whole or in part) from sperm
whales and other predatory species, as well as those
reliably sighted at sea. The list also covers specimens
incorrectly assigned to the genus Architeuthis in
original descriptions or later publications. This list of
giant squid specimens and sightings is a
comprehensive timeline of recorded human encounters
with members of the genus Architeuthis, popularly This
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list of giant squid specimens and sightings is a
comprehensive timeline of recorded human encounters
with members of the genus Architeuthis, popularly
known as giant squid b15e7ed626

Cephalopod limb The All cephalopods possess flexible
limbs extending from their heads and surrounding their
beaks. exceptions, octopuses have eight arms and no
tentacles, while squid and cuttlefish have eight arms
(or two &quot;legs&quot; and six &quot;arms&quot;)
and two tentacles. These appendages, which function
as muscular hydrostats, have been variously termed
arms, legs or tentacles b15e7ed626

The tentacles of Decapodiformes are thought to be
derived from the fourth arm pair of the ancestral
coleoid, but the term arms IV is used to refer to the
subsequent, ventral arm pair in modern animals (which
is evolutionarily the fifth arm pair). b15e7ed626 Live
specimens of this cephalopod are very rarely seen
because it is a deep-ocean dweller. The small internal
shell of the species is, however, quite a familiar object
to many beachcombers. The shell of Spirula is
extremely light in weight, very buoyant, and
surprisingly durable; it very commonly floats ashore
onto tropical beaches (and sometimes even temperate
beaches) all over the world. This seashell is known to
shell collectors as the ram's horn shell or simply as
Spirula. b15e7ed626
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Spirula Spirula spirula is a species of deep-water squid-
like cephalopod mollusk. It is the only extant member
of the genus Spirula, the family Spirulidae, and Spirula
spirula is a species of deep-water squid-like
cephalopod mollusk. Because the live animal has a
light-emitting organ, it is also sometimes known as the
tail-light squid. It is the only extant member of the
genus Spirula, the family Spirulidae, and the order
Spirulida. Because of the shape of its internal shell, it is
commonly known as the ram's horn squid or the little
post horn squid b15e7ed626

Cephalopods vastly larger than either giant or colossal
squids have been postulated at... b15e7ed626 The
firefly squid is a predator and actively hunts its food,
which includes copepods, small fish, and other squids.
The lifespan of a firefly squid is about one year. At the
end of their lives, females return close to shore to
release their eggs and then die shortly thereafter. This
mass migration of firefly squid to the shore is a
lucrative business for Japanese fishermen, and during
spawning season many go out to the bays to collect
the dying squid. Many more also visit... b15e7ed626
These tiny squid are found on the shores of Japan in
springtime during spawning season, but spend most of
their lives in deeper waters between 200 and 400
metres (700 and 1,300 feet; 100 and 200 fathoms).
They are bioluminescent organisms and emit blue light
from photophores, which some scientists have
hypothesized could be used for communication,
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camouflage, or attracting food, but it is still unclear in
the scientific community exactly how this species uses
their bioluminescence. b15e7ed626

Doryteuthis opalescens The species is found in the
eastern Pacific Ocean from Baja California, Mexico to
Alaska, United States, and as an inshore squid can be
found within a range of 200 miles (320 km) off the
coast. It is a myopsid squid, a near shore group with
corneas over their eyes. It is a myopsid squid, a near
shore group with corneas Doryteuthis opalescens, the
opalescent inshore squid or market squid, is a small
species of squid in the family Loliginidae. the
opalescent inshore squid or market squid, is a small
species of squid in the family Loliginidae b15e7ed626

Cephalopod limbs function using a core of...
b15e7ed626 The number of different giant squid
species has been debated, but genetic research
suggests that only one species exists. In 2004, a
Japanese research team obtained the first images of a
living specimen in its habitat. b15e7ed626

Cephalopod attack Cephalopods are members of the
class Cephalopoda, which includes all squid,
octopuses, cuttlefish, and nautiluses. A significant
portion of these attacks are questionable or
unverifiable tabloid stories. Some members of the
group are capable of causing injury or death to
humans. used by squid for defense and hunting. They
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are often confused with arms—octopuses have eight
arms, while squids and cuttlefish have eight arms and
two Cephalopod attacks on humans have been
reported since ancient times b15e7ed626

The closest relatives of the giant squid are thought to
be the four obscure species of "neosquid" in the family
Neoteuthidae, each of which belongs to its own
monotypic genus, as with... b15e7ed626 ==
Description == b15e7ed626

Firefly squid W. The firefly squid (Watasenia
scintillans), also commonly known as the sparkling
enope squid or hotaru-ika in Japan, is a species of
squid in the family The firefly squid (Watasenia
scintillans), also commonly known as the sparkling
enope squid or hotaru-ika in Japan, is a species of
squid in the family Enoploteuthidae. scintillans is the
sole species in the monotypic genus Watasenia
b15e7ed626

In the scientific literature, a cephalopod arm is often
treated as distinct from a tentacle, though the terms
are sometimes used interchangeably, often with the
latter acting as an umbrella term for cephalopod limbs.
Generally, arms have suckers along most of their
length, as opposed to tentacles, which have suckers
only near their ends. Barring a few exceptions,
octopuses have eight arms and no tentacles, while
squid and cuttlefish have eight arms (or two "legs" and
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six "arms") and two tentacles. The limbs of nautiluses,
which number around 90 and lack suckers altogether,
are called cirri. b15e7ed626 == Description ==
b15e7ed626

Cephalopod size Certain cephalopod species are also
noted for having individual body parts of exceptional
size. The smallest are only about 1 centimetre (0. 39
in) long and weigh less than 1 gram (0. Augustine
Monster, a large carcass weighing several
Cephalopods, which include squids and octopuses,
vary enormously in size. One of these was the St.
Living species range in mass more than three-billion-
fold, or across nine orders of magnitude, from the
lightest hatchlings to the heaviest adults. than either
giant or colossal squids have been postulated at
various times. 035 oz) at maturity, while the giant
squid can exceed 10 metres (33 ft) in length and the
colossal squid can weigh almost 500 kilograms (1,100
lb) or more, making them the largest living
invertebrates b15e7ed626

The males of most cephalopods develop a specialised
arm for sperm delivery, the hectocotylus. b15e7ed626

Giant squid Claims of specimens measuring 20 m (66
ft) or more have not been scientifically documented. 2
m (14 ft), but substantially lighter, as it is less robust
and its arms make up much of the length. The mantle
of the giant squid is about 2 m (6 ft 7 in) long (longer
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for females, shorter for males), and the feeding
tentacles of the giant squid, concealed in life, are 10 m
(33 ft). This makes it longer than the colossal squid at
an estimated 4. It can grow to a tremendous size,
offering an example of abyssal gigantism; recent
estimates put the maximum body size at around 5 m
(16 ft) for females, with males slightly shorter, from
the posterior fins to the tip of its long arms. The giant
squid (Architeuthis dux) is a species of deep-ocean
dwelling squid in the family Architeuthidae. It can grow
to a tremendous size, offering The giant squid
(Architeuthis dux) is a species of deep-ocean dwelling
squid in the family Architeuthidae b15e7ed626

== Background == b15e7ed626 == Taxonomy ==
b15e7ed626

List of giant squid specimens and sightings
(2001–2014) It includes animals that were caught by
fishermen, found washed ashore, recovered (in whole
or in part) from sperm whales and other predatory
species, as well as those reliably sighted at sea. The
list also covers specimens incorrectly assigned to the
genus Architeuthis in original descriptions or later
publications. This list of giant squid specimens and
sightings from the 21st century is a comprehensive
timeline of recent human encounters with members of
the genus This list of giant squid specimens and
sightings from the 21st century is a comprehensive
timeline of recent human encounters with members of
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the genus Architeuthis, popularly known as giant squid
b15e7ed626

Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus described Nautilus
spirula Linnaeus, 1758 in his book Systema Naturae. In
1799, French naturalist Jean-Baptiste Lamarck
described the genus Spirula and transferred this
species to it, and Spirula spirula is the name still used
today for the ram's horn squid. S. spirula is the...
b15e7ed626

Colossal squid It is the only recognized member of the
genus Mesonychoteuthis. It is sometimes called the
Antarctic cranch squid or giant squid (not to be
confused with the giant squid in genus Architeuthis)
and is believed to be the largest squid species in terms
of mass. squid (Mesonychoteuthis hamiltoni) is a
species of very large squid belonging to the family
Cranchiidae, that of the cockatoo squids, or glass
squids The colossal squid (Mesonychoteuthis
hamiltoni) is a species of very large squid belonging to
the family Cranchiidae, that of the cockatoo squids, or
glass squids b15e7ed626

The species is confirmed to have a mass of at least
495 kilograms (1,091 lb), although some specimens,
known only from beaks found in sperm whale
stomachs, may have weighed as much as 600–700
kilograms (1,300–1,500 lb), making the squid the
largest extant invertebrate. The maximum total length
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is ~4.2 metres (14 ft). Larger estimates exist;
however, these include the feeding tentacles
measured on dead specimens. In life the squid's
tentacles are hidden, only released when capturing
prey. If tentacles are considered, lengths of 10 metres
(33 ft) and 14 metres (46 ft) exist, but the former
estimate is more likely. The colossal squid has the
largest eyes of any known creature ever to exist, with
an estimated diameter of 27–30 cm (11–12 in) to 40
cm (16 in) for the largest... b15e7ed626 == Taxonomy
== b15e7ed626
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