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highly variable nearly 1/3rd of the land is not available for cultivation.
Irrigation and cropping intensity are low. 75% of the area is rainfed grown
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potato, and pulses 4. Middle Gangetic Plains zone This zone consists of 12
districts of eastern Uttar Pradesh and 27 districts of Bihar plains. This zone
has a geographical area of 16 million hectares and rainfall is high. About 39%
of gross cropped area is irrigated and the cropping intensity is 142% Major
Crops: Rice, maize, millets, wheat, gram, barley, peas, mustard and potato 5.
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Uttarakhand. Irrigation is through canals and tube wells. A good potential for
exploitation of ground water exists. Major Crops: wheat, rice, sugarcane,
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maize, millets, pulses and oilseeds 4c25e3c9ac Gujarat Plains and Hills zone
This zone consists of 19 districts of Gujarat covering Hills and plains of
Kathiawar, and the fertile valleys of Mahi and Sabarmati rivers. This one is
arid with low rainfall in most parts and only 32.5% of the area is irrigated
largely through wells and tube wells. Major Crops: Groundnut, cotton, rice,
millets, oilseeds, wheat and tobacco 14. Western Dry zone This zone
comprises nine districts of Rajasthan and is characterized by hot sandy
desert, erratic rainfall, high evaporation, scanty vegetation. The ground water
is deep and often brackish. Famine and drought are common features of the
region. Major Crops: Bajra, jowar, moth, wheat and gram 15. Islands zone This
zone covers the island territories of Andaman and Nicobar and Lakshadeep
which are typically equatorial with rainfall of 3000 mm spread over eight to
nine months. It is largely a forest zone with undulated lands. Major Crops:
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81% of the area and the cropping intensity is 111 percent Major Crops:
millets, oilseeds, pulses, coffee, tea, cardamom and spices 11. East Coast
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Plains and Hills zone This zone comprises of east coast of Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh and Orissa. Soils are mainly alluvial and coastal sands. Irrigation is
through canals and tanks. Major Crops: Rice, jute, tobacco, sugarcane, maize,
millets, groundnut and oilseeds 12. West Coast Plains and Ghats zone This
zone comprises west coast of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka, Maharastra and
Goa (Malabar and Konkan coastal plains and the Sahyadris) with a variety of
crop patterns, rainfall and soil types. Major Crops: Rice, coconut oilseeds,
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hills. The region consists of skeletal soils of cold region, podsolic mountain
meadow soils and hilly brown soils. Lands of the region have steep slopes in
undulating terrain. Soils are generally silty loams and these are prone to
erosion hazards. Major Crops: Saffron, maize, barley, oats and wheat;
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