Why New York City Is
Called Big Apple

List of city nicknames in New York State &quot; Why Is New
York City Called &quot;The Big Apple&quot;. state of New York
are known by (or have been known by historically), officially
and unofficially, to municipal governments, local people,
outsiders, or the cities' tourism boards or chambers of
commerce. Their economic value is difficult to measure, but
there are anecdotal reports of cities that have achieved
substantial economic benefits by "branding" themselves by
adopting new slogans. S. Archived 1997-10-10 at the Wayback
This partial list of city nicknames in New York compiles the
aliases, sobriquets, and slogans that cities in the U. any like
area in the United States, it is known as the &quot;City of
Parks. City nicknames can help in establishing a civic identity,
helping outsiders recognize a community or attracting people
to a community because of its nickname; promote civic pride;
and build community unity. Nicknames and slogans that
successfully create a new community "ideology or myth" are
also believed to have economic value d41385812d

Nicknames of New York City New Yorkers also use "The City"
to refer specifically to the borough of Manhattan. states. S.
New Yorkers also use &quot;The City&quot; to refer
specifically to the borough of Manhattan. The Big Apple - first
published as a euphemism for New York City in During its four-
century history, New York City has been known by a variety of
alternative names and euphemisms, both officially and
unofficially. Frequently shortened to simply "New York", "NY",
or "NYC", New York City is also known as "The City" in some
parts of the Eastern United States, in particular, the State of
New York and surrounding U d41385812d

With an estimated population of 8,584,629 in July 2025,
distributed over 300.46 square miles (778.2 km2), New York is
the most densely populated major city in the United States.
New York City has more than double the population of Los
Angeles, the country's second-most populous city. More than
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20.1 million people live in New York City's metropolitan...
d41385812d

Culture of New York City Along with London's West End, New
York City is the global center of musical theatre, often referred
to as "Broadway" after the major thoroughfare in Manhattan.
Its urban culture is reflected in its size and ethnic diversity. As
many as 800 New York City has been described as the cultural
capital of the world. Large numbers of Irish, Italian, Jewish,
Russian, and eventually African, Latino, and Asian Americans
also migrated to New York throughout the 20th century and
continuing into the 21st century, significantly influencing the
city's culture and image. S. National Historic Landmark and
National Monument, as the site of the June 1969 Stonewall
riots and the cradle of the modern gay rights movement. The
city was the top venue for jazz in the 1940s, expressionism in
the 1950s and home to hip hop, punk rock, and the Beat
Generation. Its urban culture is reflected in its size and ethnic
diversity. Many American cultural movements first emerged in
the city. The city became the center of stand-up comedy in
the early 20th century. As many as 800 languages are spoken
in New York, making it the most linguistically diverse city in
the world. The Stonewall Inn in Greenwich Village, Lower
Manhattan, is a designated U. New York City has been
described as the cultural capital of the world d41385812d

"New York City" was inspired by Lennon's move to New York
City and by the people he met in the city. He began writing
the song soon after moving there in 1971, and a few weeks
after his move he had completed the first verse, although the
rest of the song was only a sketch. An early version was used
in Lennon's and Ono's film Clock, which was filmed in
September 1971. That version relied more prominently on the
"que pasa" lyrics than the final version. Lennon continued to
expand the lyrics and make demo recordings of the song,
including an acoustic version from late 1971 which was
included on John Lennon Anthology. The final version released
on the album was recorded in 1972 with Plastic Ono Band
Elephant's Memory on the backing instruments. d41385812d
== Nicknames by city == d41385812d Although the history
of "Big Apple" was once thought a mystery, a clearer picture
of the term's history has emerged due to the work of historian
Barry Popik as well as Gerald Cohen of the Missouri University
of Science and Technology. A number of false theories had
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previously existed, including a claim that the term derived
from a woman named Eve who ran a brothel in the city. This
was subsequently exposed as a hoax. d41385812d

John J. Fitz Gerald He was later the public relations director at
various times for Garden State Racetrack and Atlantic City
Race Course in New Jersey as well as the Tropical Park Race
Track in Miami, Florida. &quot;Why Is New York City Called the
Big Apple. Geffner, Amanda (2024-01-31). &quot;. Retrieved
2025-06-05. &quot;Why is NYC called &#039;The John Joseph
Fitz Gerald (March 7, 1893 - March 17, 1963) was a turf racing
writer for the New York Morning Telegraph, from 1912 to 1940
(except for his service in World War 1), serving as turf editor
for the last 15 years. The New York Public Library d41385812d

The city is the birthplace of many cultural movements,...
d41385812d == History == d41385812d == History ==
d41385812d Some unofficial nicknames are positive, while
others are derisive. The unofficial nicknames listed here have
been in use for a long time or have gained wide currency.
d41385812d

New York Comic Con With an attendance of 200,000 in 2022,
it is North America's most attended fan convention. The New
York Comic Con is an annual New York City fan convention
dedicated to Western comics, graphic novels, anime, manga,
video games, cosplay, toys The New York Comic Con is an
annual New York City fan convention dedicated to Western
comics, graphic novels, anime, manga, video games, cosplay,
toys, movies, and television. The New York Comic Con is a for-
profit event produced and managed by ReedPop, a division of
RX and Reed Elsevier, and is not affiliated with the long
running non-profit San Diego Comic-Con, nor the Big Apple
Convention, later known as the Big Apple Comic-Con, owned
by Wizard Entertainment. It was first held in 2006
d41385812d

Big Apple Circus Opened in 1977, later becoming a nonprofit
organization, it became a tourist attraction. Opened in 1977,
later becoming a nonprofit organization, it became a tourist
attraction. The Big Apple Circus is a circus based in New York
City. The circus has been known for its community outreach
programs, including Clown Care, as well as its humane
treatment of animals. [better source needed] The Big Apple
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Circus is a circus based in New York City d41385812d

Boroughs of New York City New York City is made up of five
governmental districts named boroughs: The Bronx, Brooklyn,
Manhattan, Queens, and Staten Island. Each borough is
coextensive with a respective county of New York state: The
Bronx is Bronx County; Brooklyn is Kings County; Manhattan is
New York County; Queens is Queens County; and Staten Island
is Richmond County. Each borough is coextensive New York
City is made up of five governmental districts named
boroughs: The Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and
Staten Island d41385812d

Fitz Gerald was the sports editor of the Daily Sports Bulletin, a
sports daily, in his later years. His last name was sometimes
spelled FitzGerald by others, but Fitz Gerald was the spelling
used in his Morning Telegraph column. He is best known today
for popularizing "Big Apple" as a nickname for New York City.
d41385812d

Big Apple It was first popularized in the 1920s by John ). Fitz
Gerald, a sportswriter for the New York Morning Telegraph.
Fitz Gerald, a sportswriter for the New York Morning "The Big
Apple" is a nickname for New York City. Its popularity since
the 1970s is due in part to a promotional campaign by the
New York tourist authorities. It was first popularized in the
1920s by John J. &quot;The Big Apple&quot; is a nickname for
New York City d41385812d

New York City (John Lennon and Yoko Ono song) &quot;
Blaney calls it &quot;the highlight&quot; "New York City" is a
song written by John Lennon that was first released on
Lennon's and Yoko Ono's 1972 Plastic Ono Band album Some
Time in New York City. performs &quot;New York City&quot;
with a &quot;boisterous drive that testifies to the new lease
on life that the Big Apple had given him d41385812d

The City of New York began in lower Manhattan and grew to
encompass Manhattan Island and the smaller surrounding
islands that formed New York County. The city and county
continued to grow northward, annexing areas on the
mainland, absorbing territory from Westchester County in
1874 (West Bronx) and in 1895 (East Bronx). During the 1898
consolidation, this mainland territory was organized as the
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Borough of the Bronx, though still part of New York County. In
1914, Bronx County was separated from New... d41385812d
== References == d41385812d

New York City It is the geographical and demographic center
of both the Northeast megalopolis and the New York
metropolitan area, the largest metropolitan area in the United
States by both population and urban area. The city comprises
five boroughs—Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, the Bronx, and
Staten Island—each being coextensive with its respective
county. It is located at the southern tip of New York State on
New New York, often called New York City (NYC), is the most
populous city in the United States. New York is a global center
of technology, finance and commerce, culture, entertainment
and media, academics and scientific output, the arts and
fashion, and, as home to the headquarters of the United
Nations, international diplomacy. New York City is known for
its fast pace and continuous urban energy. New York, often
called New York City (NYC), is the most populous city in the
United States. It is located at the southern tip of New York
State on New York Harbor, one of the world's largest natural
harbors d41385812d

Big Apple Circus filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in
November 2016 and exited bankruptcy in February 2017 after
its assets were bought by Compass Partners. The Circus was
renewed in October 2017 for its 40th anniversary season and
returned to start a new season in October 2018 at Lincoln
Center, receiving generally positive reviews. d41385812d ==
Origin == d41385812d All five boroughs came into existence
with the creation of modern New York City in 1898, when New
York County (then including the Bronx), Kings County,
Richmond County, and part of Queens County were
consolidated within one municipal government under a new
city charter. All former municipalities within the newly
consolidated city were dissolved. d41385812d == Writing and
recording == d41385812d == Common nicknames ==
d41385812d
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