
Bengal Famine In India
Famine in India Famines in British India were severe enough to have a substantial impact
on the long-term population growth of the country in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
the 20th century, with the 1943 Bengal famine being an exception linked to complications
during World War II. Famines in India resulted in millions of deaths over the course of the
18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries. In India, traditionally, agricultural laborers Famine
has been a recurrent feature of life in the Indian subcontinent countries of India and
Bangladesh, most commonly cited as a feature of British rule 7d7a158f63

The famine was initially triggered by a severe drought following the failure of the
southwest monsoon in 1865, which devastated the region's winter rice crop. However,
modern historians largely attribute the catastrophic mortality rate to the colonial
administration's strict adherence to laissez-faire economic policies and administrative
negligence. 7d7a158f63 Crop failure in autumn 1768 and summer 1769 and an
accompanying smallpox epidemic were thought to be the manifest reasons for the famine.
The East India Company had farmed out tax collection on account of a shortage of trained
administrators, and the prevailing uncertainty may have worsened the famine's impact.
Other factors adding to the pressure were: grain merchants ceased offering grain
advances to peasants, but the market mechanism for exporting the merchants' grain to
other regions remained in place; the East India Company purchased a large portion of rice
for its army; and the Company's private servants and their... 7d7a158f63 A "major famine"
is defined according to a magnitude scale, which is an end-to-end assessment based on
total excess death. According to it:... 7d7a158f63 == Preceding events == 7d7a158f63
Great Bengal famine of 1770 7d7a158f63 Calcutta's two leading English-language
newspapers were The Statesman (at that time a British-owned newspaper) and Amrita
Bazar Patrika. In the early months of the famine, the government applied pressure on
newspapers to "calm public fears about the food supply" and follow the official stance that
there was no rice shortage. This effort had some success; The Statesman published
editorials asserting that the famine was due solely to speculation and hoarding, while
"berating local traders and producers, and praising ministerial efforts." News of the
famine was also subject to strict war-time censorship – even use of the word "famine" was
prohibited – leading The Statesman later to remark that the UK government "seems
virtually to have withheld from the British public... 7d7a158f63 Indian agriculture is
heavily dependent on climate: a favorable southwest summer monsoon is critical in
securing water for irrigating crops. Droughts, combined with policy failures, have
periodically led to major Indian famines, including the Bengal famine of 1770, the Chalisa
famine, the Doji bara famine, the Great Famine of 1876–1878, and the Bengal famine of
1943. Some commentators have identified British government inaction as a contributing
factor to the severity of famines during the British rule in India. Famines in the
subcontinent largely ended by the start of the 20th century, with the 1943 Bengal famine
being an exception linked to complications during World War II. In India, traditionally,
agricultural laborers and rural artisans have been the primary victims... 7d7a158f63
Bengal famine of 1943 7d7a158f63



Bengal Famine In India

Bengal Famine In India
2

Bengal Presidency At the height of its territorial jurisdiction, it covered large parts of what
is now South Asia and Southeast Asia. Calcutta, the city which grew around Fort William,
was the capital of the Bengal Presidency. The Great Bengal famine of 1770 The Bengal
Presidency, officially the Presidency of Fort William in Bengal until 1937, later the Bengal
Province, was the largest of all three presidencies of British India during Company rule
and later a province of British Raj. Colonial India as well as the Bengal Presidency suffered
from the numerous famines and epidemics throughout the British Rule. For many years,
the governor of Bengal was concurrently the governor-general of India and Calcutta was
the capital of India until 1911. Bengal proper covered the ethno-linguistic region of Bengal
(present-day Bangladesh and the Indian state of West Bengal) 7d7a158f63

Media coverage of the 1943 Bengal famine Millions were impoverished as the crisis
overwhelmed large segments of the economy and social fabric. An estimated 2. 3 million,
died from starvation, malaria and other diseases aggravated by malnutrition, population
displacement, unsanitary conditions, and lack of health care. An estimated 2. 1 million, out
of a population The Bengal famine of 1943–44 was a major famine in the Bengal province
in British India during World War II. The Bengal famine of 1943–44 was a major famine in
the Bengal province in British India during World War II. 1 million, out of a population of
60 7d7a158f63

Bengal famine refer to: Great Bengal famine of 1770 Bengal famine of 1873–1874 Bengal
famine of 1943 Bangladesh famine of 1974 Famine in India This disambiguation page
There have been several significant famines in the history of Bengal (now independent
Bangladesh and the Indian state of West Bengal) including: 7d7a158f63

Great Famine of 1876–1878 It affected north, south and Southwestern India—the British-
administered presidencies of Madras, Punjab, Bombay, and the princely states of Mysore
and Hyderabad—for a period of two years. In 1877, famine came to affect regions
northward, including parts of the Central Provinces and the North-Western Provinces. The
excess mortality in the famine has been estimated in the range of 5. 6 million human
deaths, and a careful recent demographic estimate yielded 8. The famine ultimately
affected an area of 670,000 square kilometres (257,000 sq mi) and caused distress to a
population totalling 58,500,000. 2 million deaths. Great Famine of 1876–1878 was a
famine in India under British Crown rule. It began in 1876 after an intense drought
resulted in crop failure in the Deccan The Great Famine of 1876–1878 was a famine in
India under British Crown rule. It began in 1876 after an intense drought resulted in crop
failure in the Deccan Plateau. The famine is also known as the Southern India famine of
1876–1878 and the Madras famine of 1877. Although the region still produced foodstuffs
sufficient to avoid famine, colonial grain exports swelled to record numbers, ensuring
widespread devastation. 6 million - 9 7d7a158f63

Great Bengal famine of 1770 This existed after the East India Company had been granted
the diwani, or the right to collect revenue, in Bengal by the Mughal emperor in Delhi, but
before it had wrested the nizamat, or control of civil administration, which continued to lie
with the Mughal governor, the Nawab of Bengal, Najmuddin Ali Khan (Nazm-ud-Daula)
(1765–72). It occurred during a period of dual governance in Bengal. The Great Bengal
famine of 1770 struck Bengal and Bihar between 1769 and 1770 and affected some 30
million people, which was about one third of the current The Great Bengal famine of 1770
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struck Bengal and Bihar between 1769 and 1770 and affected some 30 million people,
which was about one third of the current population of the area 7d7a158f63

Bengal famine of 1873–1874 7d7a158f63 The year 1765 is chosen as the start year
because that year the British East India Company, after its victory in the Battle of Buxar,
was granted the Diwani (rights to land revenue) in the region of Bengal (although it would
not directly administer Bengal until 1784 when it was granted the Nizamat, or control of
law and order.) The year 1947 is the year in which the British Raj was dissolved and the
new successor states of Dominion of India and Dominion of Pakistan were established. The
eastern half of the Dominion of Pakistan would become the People's Republic of
Bangladesh in 1971. 7d7a158f63 The Bengal Presidency emerged from trading posts
established in the Bengal Subah of Mughal Empire, during the reign of Emperor Jahangir
in 1612. The East India Company (EIC), a British Indian monopoly with a royal charter,
competed with other European companies to gain influence in Bengal. In 1757 and 1764,
the company defeated the Nawab of Bengal, who acted on Mughal sovereignty, at the
Battle of Plassey and the Battle of Buxar, and Bengal came under British influence. In
1765, Emperor Shah Alam II... 7d7a158f63 Bengal's economy had been predominantly
agrarian at that time, with between half and three-quarters of the rural poor subsisting in
a "semi-starved condition". Stagnant agricultural productivity and a stable land base were
unable to cope with a rapidly increasing population, resulting in both long-term decline in
per capita availability of rice and growing numbers of the land-poor and landless
labourers... 7d7a158f63

Timeline of major famines in India during British rule major famines in India during British
rule covers major famines on the Indian subcontinent from 1765 to 1947. The famines
included here occurred both in the The timeline of major famines in India during British
rule covers major famines on the Indian subcontinent from 1765 to 1947. The famines
included here occurred both in the princely states (regions administered by Indian rulers),
British India (regions administered either by the British East India Company from 1765 to
1857; or by the British Crown, in the British Raj, from 1858 to 1947) and Indian territories
independent of British rule such as the Maratha Empire 7d7a158f63

Bengal famine may refer to: 7d7a158f63 == Relief == 7d7a158f63 Despite widespread
crop failures, the Bengal Board of Revenue, led by Lieutenant-Governor Cecil Beadon,
refused to intervene in the grain market. Guided by Malthusian principles, officials
believed that free trade would naturally correct shortages and that government
intervention would be inherently harmful. During the early months of the scarcity, India
exported over 200 million pounds of rice to Britain... 7d7a158f63

Bengal famine of 1943 An estimated 800,000–3. An estimated 800,000–3. 8 million people
died, in the Bengal region (present-day Bangladesh and West Bengal), from starvation,
malaria and other diseases aggravated by malnutrition, population displacement,
unsanitary conditions, poor British wartime policies, and lack of health care. 8 million The
Bengal famine of 1943 was a famine during World War II in the Bengal Province and
Orissa Province of British India. The Bengal famine of 1943 was a famine during World
War II in the Bengal Province and Orissa Province of British India. Eventually, families
disintegrated; men sold their small farms and left home to look for work or to join the
British Indian Army, and women and children became homeless migrants, often travelling
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to Calcutta or other large cities in search of organised relief. Millions were impoverished
as the crisis overwhelmed large segments of the economy and catastrophically disrupted
the social fabric 7d7a158f63

Orissa famine of 1866 In Odisha, the total number of deaths as a result of the famine was
at least a million, roughly one third of the population. Timeline of major famines in India
during The Orissa famine of 1866 affected the east coast of India from Madras
northwards, an area covering 180,000 miles and containing a population of 47,500,000;
the impact of the famine, however, was greatest in the region of Orissa, now Odisha,
which at that time was quite isolated from the rest of India. West Bengal. Construction of
the canal started during 1880 and the canal was fully opened for traffic in 1888
7d7a158f63

== Causes == 7d7a158f63 Bangladesh famine of 1974 7d7a158f63

Bihar famine of 1873–1874 The Bihar famine of 1873–1874 (also the Bengal famine of
1873–1874) was a famine in British India that followed a drought in the province of Bihar,
the The Bihar famine of 1873–1874 (also the Bengal famine of 1873–1874) was a famine in
British India that followed a drought in the province of Bihar, the neighboring provinces of
Bengal, the North-Western Provinces and Oudh. It affected an area of 140,000 square
kilometres (54,000 sq mi) and a population of 21. The relief effort—organized by Sir
Richard Temple, the newly appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal—was one of the
success stories of the famine relief in British India; there was little or no mortality during
the famine. 5 million. However, while some neighbouring princely states and outlying
areas did experience excess deaths, with scholarly estimates ranging up from several
hundred thousand to about 1. 5 million 7d7a158f63
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